U5/U6 Playing Rules

Please remember the children are involved in organized sport for their enjoyment. Teach the players the rules of the game and good sportsmanship by developing respect for the ability of their opponents, judgement of the officials and the opposing coaches. Under 5 & Under 6 is non-competitive as no league standings are kept.
The following rules are modifications of the Laws of the Game that have been adopted by the Owen Sound Minor Soccer Association for the Under 5 & Under 6 divisions:

1. Each team must have a goalkeeper and five (5) field players. A team must have no less than five (4) field players to start a game. One on-field coach is allowed per team.

2. One coach from each team shall be allowed onto the field 

3. The game duration shall be two equal periods of fifteen (15) minutes. The game shall be stopped at five (5) minute intervals to allow substitutions of the field players (all players must play equal time). The goalkeeper may be changed during these substitutions, however it is recommended to switch the goalkeeper at half time only. 

4. The referee shall be the timekeeper unless the referee has selected an alternate. Both coaches must agree upon the alternate timekeeper. 

5. The timekeeper shall stop the play every five- (5) minutes. A drop kick will be used to start play unless the ball is out of play - such as in possession of the goalkeeper, a corner kick, penalty kick, free kick, or throw in. 

6. Play at the beginning of the game and after half time shall begin with a center kick-off. A goal may not be scored directly from a kick-off. 

7. The whole of the ball has to be over the line before a goal is scored or the ball is out of play. 

8. No player other than the goalkeeper is allowed in the goal area. 

9. When the ball enters the goal area, the goalkeeper must play the ball by throwing or kicking the ball. The referee shall not stop play, or the ball handled by the on-field coach. 

10. For goal kicks, the ball may be given to the on-field coach for placement, however the goalkeeper must kick the ball. Opposing players must be two (2) meters away. 

11. All penalty-kicks and free-kicks are to be considered an indirect kick (must be touched by another player before a goal can result). These kicks must be taken at least two (2) meters from outside the goal area and may be blocked by the defending team. Blocks by the defending team must be at least two (2) meters from the ball. 

12. Corner-Kicks and throw-ins must be touched by another player before a goal can result. 

13. Spectators, players and coaches must not stand, sit or coach between or behind the goal posts. Spectators should be at least two (2) meters from the field of play. 

14. In the event that a referee can not be obtained the coaches must split the duties - one each half. There must only be one referee at a time, if a coach is refereeing, an alternate on-field coach should be appointed.

