UNDER 7, 8 & 10 PLAYING RULES (MINI SOCCER)

Please remember the children are involved in organized sport for their enjoyment. Teach the players the rules of the game and good sportsmanship by developing respect for the ability of their opponents, judgement of the officials and the opposing coaches. Under 7, Under 8 & Under 10 is non-competitive as no league standings are kept. Please emphasize participation and ensure the players have fun.

As directed by the Ontario Soccer Association and with some modifications by the Owen Sound Minor Soccer Association the format for Under 7, Under 8 & Under 10 will be as follows: 

1. Each team must have no more than a goalkeeper and six (6) field players on the field at one time. (7 vs. 7)  A team shall field at least five (5) players to start a game

2. Game duration shall be two (2) equal periods of twenty (20) minutes. 

3. Substitutions can be allowed at any stoppage of play (throw ins, goals, goal kicks, corner kicks, and fouls) but the referee must be told and it will be at the referee’s discretion to allow substitutions. 

4. The referee shall be the timekeeper. 

5. The game will be started by a kickoff in the middle of the field. A goal cannot be scored directly from a kickoff. 

6. A goal is scored when the whole of the ball crosses the goal line.

7. Offside will only be called if a team intentionally plays a player in an offside position. 

8. All coaches and spectators must not stand, sit or coach from behind the goal posts and/or behind the end lines. Spectators should be at least two (2) meters from the field of play (sidelines). 

9. In the event a referee cannot be obtained coaches must split the duties – each one half. There must only be one referee at a time, and being a referee means you cannot coach at the same time. An alternative coach must be found when a coach is refereeing. If both coaches agree, a parent/spectator can referee in place of a coach. 

10. This is a non-competitive league – results will be posted but no league standings will be kept.

Philosophy

All divisions will play a 7 vs.7 format. The field of play will also be larger. The OSA & the OSMSA feel that this will allow younger players more touches of the ball. This format also encourages the OSA’s  “Possession of the Ball” philosophy. 

